NEW-YORK DAILY TRIBUNE,

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 1, I897.

Railroads.

LEIBNITZ AND LOCKE.

THE MOST IMPORTANT WORK OF THE
FATHER OF GBRMAN PHILOSOPHY
TRANSLATED AT LAST.

NEW ESS NCERNING HUMAN UNDER-
STAND?gs.ng cﬂmifrlwl Wilhelm  Lelbnite,
Together with an Appendix congisting of some
his Shorter Pleces. Translated from the
French and German with Notes

By Alfred Gideon Langley, A. M. (Brown.) I'p.

xix, 861. The Macmlillan Company.
The popular opinlon of Leibnitz's philosophy

has bean drawn rather from books like Valtaire's

wCandide” than from the writings of Letbnitz
himself. He therefore stands before the world
as the Impersonation of & shallow optimism eas-
fly ridiculed by YVoltaire, just as Schopenhauer
{5 held accountable for an equally shallow pessi-
mism. Those who endure the labor of reading
the “new cssays,” even In the comparatively at-
tractive form which Mr. Langley has glven them,

will not need to be told why Leilinitz has heen |

misunderstood. He was, Indeed, a man of let-
ters, but he was not a literary man. He knew
g0 many languages that he dd not write admir-
ably in any and read so many books that he
could not write one, He was consclous of the
difMculty, but, llke most men In a similar case,
he looked in the wrong direction for the cause.
Contrasting himself with Locke, he pralged the
cpen and popular method of the English philoso-
pher, and then deseribed his own system of
thought as acroamatic. In making this eritlclsm
on himself, says his editor, he was thinking of
the distinetion drawn by the old Greek philosos
phers between the rigorous scfentifie form of
their lectures to chosen discipies and the lighter
way which they followed in their writings.
Leibnitz intimated that the obstacles ralzad
bty the abetractness of his thought were less
¢ormidabla in a dead Janguage than in a Nving
one. But he might have ohserved that he took
more palns to express his thought in a dead
language, that is, in Latln, than he dld when he
used one of the living languages with which he
was more or less familiar. In French or Ger-
man he doubtless wrote very much ag he talked
—not the way to make literature, and least of
all, literature in the domain of philasophy. He
thought his acroamatic mode of writing the one
best suited to “those who are occupled in the
discovery of truth"—as 1if philosophers hoped
to find the truth at the end of their treatises In-
gtead of embodying in these the truth which
they arrived at by previous thinking and abhser-
wvation. Thus the writing of a philosaphle essay
wagnot with Leibnitz a final step in the proceas,
but an intermediate effort to reach the truth.
He had not the belief In the permanence of any
gocheme of phillosophic thought that Locke doubt-
jess had in his own, and so he jacked that sort
of inspiration which maies it possible to write
with enthusiasm. His thought, ton, was so wide.
reaching hecause of his almost unlimited knowl-
edge of what men had reasoned or imagined he-
gore his time that if he had stopped reading
altogether a lifetime would not have sufficed to
complete the structure which he had in mind.
Bealdes, If he had stopped reading he would

have lost the prineipal stimulus that goaded him

1o writing.
It iz possible now to make & comparison be-

tween him and Locke such as neither of them
antleipated. Locke was one of the most pnnulm:
philosophers of his time. In a senss, and a pretty
large senss, it can be sald that neither the Ameri-
can Revalution nor the French Ravolution would
hava heen just what they were without his writ-
fnga. Yet Hume bowled the whole svstem over
with those two famous billiard balls, which shook
the contents out of causality as a datum of

all
experience, On the other hand, Lelbnitz never
was popular as a philosapher. But the fragments

of
finished, stil etand, weatherbeaten and de-

gpolled, 1ike the hroken eolumns of some anclent
tezuple. He ls still a vital foree in philosaphy.
¥fe would douhtless ha the same if he had put
his writings in the form which he declared was
possible, that of mathematleal demonstrations,
in metaphysics and ethles. He knew of attempts
at such precision, but he suppnsed that the au-
thors, like Perslus, were discouraged hy
arswer to the question, Who reads these things?
1 belleve, however,” he added, meditatively,
wthat if they would undertake It In the proper
way they would not he likely to repent 1t. And
1 have been tempted to try it

But he never did try it, unless in sgome obscure
fragment. What he dil was tn scatter hi=
thoughts in hrief essays, In eritical articles, In
letters innumerable, In prefaces —even in a
poem which appealed to Fragnler to celebrate
fn Latin verse a greater theme than that of
Lueretius, no less a thame, In fact, than Leib-
nitz's theory of menads. In this poem, if no-
where else, Leibnitz abandoned himself to the
thought that in devising the monad he had
actually discovered the Innermost secret of
nature, To the atoms of Lucretius and of the
philosophers of his own times, whom he calls
Peripatstlcs, he objected on mathematical
grounde. In the appendix to this volume Mr.
Langley has translated a serles of short papers
§n which Leibnitz reduced the old doctrine of
atoms to an absurdiiy. As to modern atomism,
that of the rhemists, for example, he would un-
doubtedly elaim that it owed as mueh to him as
1o anybody. His monads were not supposed to
te matter. In fact, matter did not exlst for him
any more than It did for Berkeley. Both saw
only phenomena; but while Berkeley found be-
hind phenomena one reality alone, Leibnitz di-
viped In every phenomenon a real thing. an
epitome of all reality and all phenomena, differ-
ing from other realities (that Is from other mo-
nads) onlv In belng move or less alert than they
to the facts that wera potential in §t, Thus
Leibnitz had no occasion to trouble himeelf, ex-
cept by way of criticlsm, with the guestion
whether matter could think or mot. It sufficed
him to shaw that Locke was not consistent, and
could not be conslstent as long as he retained
his hold upon mere materiallem. Leibnitz's own
monads to be real had to be psychleal, not cor-
poreal; not physical, but metaphysical. If he
revolted from atomiem on the ane slde, and from
the view of 8plnoza that nothing bhut God ex-
jsted on the other, he could at least find refuge
with Bruno in the notlon that In the universe
each part was identical with the whole, and In its
potivity sooner or later represented every other
part of the whole.

As the whale world shines in each monad, the
activity of each consiste in representation, and
the highest form of this activity known to man
is that of the human consclousness, Bul Leib-
nitz eonceives of higher forms, as genil and
angels, as he knows of lower ones in the varled
kinds of animal and vegetable life. The out-
come of his theory s, In the first place, an evolu-
tionlsm which is as distinet in its own way ns
that of Darwin or Spencer., Then, Leihnitz
escapes completely from the error of the Cor-
teslans, who denled life In the proper sense to
brutes. Nor does he shrink from the only al-
ternative left to kim by his theory. The prin-
ciple of life in brutes is as immortal as the goul
of man. As there iz a gradation of Intelligence
in the universe, there must be the possihility of
mental development from lower to higher. So
Lrutes may In time rise to reason and conscious-
ness like those of man. This, perhaps, sounds
legs faneiful to men et the present day than It
aid to Leibnitz’s contemporaries. On the other
hand, Leibnitz doubtless found people In his
time as ready to speculate as he was himself on
the bodies of angels—a theme which 1o the mod-
ern mind looks not only doubtful, but superflu-
ous. Nevertheless, {t logically belonged to his
theory of monads. The mind, that is to say, In
the language of Lelbnitz, the human monad,
never represents souls without bodies. The in-
ference Is that there are no souls without hodles,
that even in death the vital principle takes at
once & new body. If thi= I8 8o with men and
with brutes, It may be the same with monads of
& higher class. For it must be remembered that,
while Leibnitz admits a classification of his mo-

e ; T—

the system which he outlined, but mever

the

v emiaaloe L

nads, he Insists at the same time that the Infinite
peries from the lowest to the highest is un-
broken. His principle is that there are no leaps,
no hiatus, no vacuum in nature. Hias bitterest
sclentifie quarre] was with the Newtonians, who
held that gravitation could exist between bodles
peparated by absolute vacancy.

All these characteristics of Leibnitz’s thought,

mind to be tinged with absurdity, have thelr
ecounterpart In modern thought. Nothing Is
more fundamental In science now than the hellef
that nature makes no leaps, When Leibnitz
| talks of Intelligences higher than man, he an-
ticipates the speculations of Wallace, When he
' explains his ldeas of progress in nature, he uses
words like an evolutionist, When he speaks of
the immortallty of hls monads, of the Indestruc-
| tibility of life principles, he foreshadows the
theories of Welssman as to the endless continu-
| ance of germ cella. The parallel with Weissman
becomes all the more apparent when Lelbnitz
loses sight of hls metaphysles, as he some-
times dors, and gives his monads physical at-
tributes, or when Welsaman drops his physiolo-
gy and beglns to write ke a metaphysielan.
| In fact, according to Erdmann, Leibnitz even
when he was most an ldealist was nearer to
| modern materiallsm than a modern Idealist
| would be. "Just as Locke had concelved of spir-
| Its only as perhaps material,” he adds, “so Lelb-
| nitz ventures to maintaln only that quasi-souls,
or thinga llke spirits, are the real elements even
of what is corporeal.” But glven Kuno Flach-
er's definitlon of the monad—drawn rather from
| the accldental expreesions of Leibnitz than from
his deliberate gtatementa—as always an animat-
ed body, and the connection between Lelbnitz
| and Welssman becomes as close as the Interval
of almost two hundred years and the utter dis-
appearance of some purely physical notions of
the alghteenth century will allow,
| The point upon whieh Lelbnitz differed most
| strenuously from Locke was as to the exlatence
| of innate ideas, MHere, also, Leibnitz was nearer
| 1o moderir theories than his rival, To Locke the
| individual mind was In every case at the begin-
| ning an absolutely blank tablet, on which experl-
ence was to write what it could. No modern
man of sclence talks thus of the mind. For him

ity, with ancestral prepossessions, and with the
data of an experience that reaches back to an in«
definite and perhaps Inglorious past, One won-
dera sometimes If the modern human being has
any ideas that are not Innate. But for Lelb-
nitz the quegtlon was purely metaphvslcal. He
pointed out that Locke's bofrowed principle,
“nothing in the Intellect except what experience
put there,” must be amended because the intel-
lect wasg thers, and mind was confessedly an ob-
ject to be obeerved as well as an observing sub-
Jeet, He conceded, however, the Importance of
the motive which led Locke to hase his whole
| system on experience. The desire (o subject to
| a rigld diseipline those “"who under the specious
| pretext of Innate jdeas and of traths naturally

engraved upon the mind, to which we readlly
‘gl\-o our consent, rare nothing about Investi-
{ gating or consldering the sources, the relations

and the certalnty of this knowledge,” was jus-
| tifiable and pralseworthy, Leibnitz declared that
| he would go even further and would have a
formal demonstration even for axioms. In this
severely fundamental scheme Lejbnltz presaged
modern methods in geometry., But he did not
think that proof, even If perfect, would increase
the rertalnty of a necessary truth.

I This is ahvious In his affart to render {rrefra-
|

gahle the famous argument of Anselm for the ex-
Istence of God. T have,” gald Anselm, In effect,
“an idea of a being of supreme grandeur and
perfection, Including every degree of grandeur
and perfection. But one degree of perfection—the
very highest, in fact—without which my idea of a
| perfect being could not be, s existence, If,

therefore, my idea of a perfect belng Is perfec-

tlon In Idea, then this perfect belng must exist.”

Lelhnitz maintained that most of the previeus
| eriticism on this demonstration was wrong, Hls
| view was that without the "“if" {n the last sen-
| tence the proof would be complete. It “assumes
| something that must still be proved in order to
render it mathematically evident; that Is, it |s

even those which seem to the so-called practieal |

remefly the discord In that univergal harmony
which he imagined. But his real trouble lay
in the fact that It lowered the dignity of the
soul, as he thought, to use it In explaining the
detalls of the phenomena of plants and ani-
mals, Besides, If the life principle of an anl-
mal is Immortal, why not that of a plant aleo?

Naturally, he hesitated even to mention such an

alternatlve. Neovertheless, when his Interlocu-
tor admitted feeble and slow perceptions in
oyeters and mussels, Lelibnitz gladly claimed
the same for plants, and It was here thai he
most clearly announced his theory of evolu-

tlon,

most two centuries ago, at & time when the dis-
covery of germ lfe had just opened a lttle the
veil over the sclence of the future, Leibnitz's
vague antleipations are full of Intereat, With
all that coulid he said as to perception In plants
and animals, man was still differentiated, he
thought, by the power of reflectlon which he
possessed. Yot 'when he fs reduced to a state of
lethargy, refleetion and consclougness cease, He
is then Iittle better than a brute or a plant. “But

| the Innate and acquired faculties and disposi-

tions, and even the Impressions which are re-
crived in this state of confusion, do not ecase on
ttat areount, and are not effacad, thonugh they
are forgotten. They will even have their turn
one day in contributing to some notable result,
for nothing ls useless In nature; all confuslon
must develop Itself: the animals even having at-
tained to a eonditlon of stupidity,” (perhaps Mr.
Langley might have found a better word than

| stupldity), “ought gome day to return to pereep-

tions more elevated; and since Eimple substances
alwavs endure, we must not judge of eternity
by a few years"

Those obscure Impreseions below the level, of
consclousness, which Lelbnltz here tacitly com-
parea to the perceptions of animals, played a
great rola In his philosophy, They are too small
to bo separately distingulshed, and even united
thelr activity is inarticulate, lke the nolse of
waves, Neverthelesa in them lles the explana-

| tion of the harmony of the soul with the body,

it 1s written all over with the characters of hered- |
{a the ecertalnty

| gtill more than we have done,”

and of the fact that no two souls, nor, indeed, any
other two things, are axactly allke, hut allled to
each other In an unbroken serles. Underneath
21l the fragmentary sugeestions of Leibnltz thers
that the real course of his
thought led from the thing which he almed at.
Like the mathematician that he was, he began
with that which was to be proved; and llke the
man of endlese reading that he was, his first
necessity was an eclectizlsm which should take
the best from all sldes, and, to use hils own
words, “unite Plato and Democritus, Aristotle
erd Descardes, the scholastles with the moderns,
theology and ethles with the reason,” Being a
man of affalrs, ke Cleero, he might have ended
as Cleero did, a mere eclectie. A maora flexible
and elegant stvle of wreiting than he attalned
would have tempted him to remaln the echo af
other men's thoughts, But he waa not shallow
enotgh to think that a true philosophy can be
attained by methods that suflice for an encyeln-
paedia. There 18 In his Monad a reminlscence
of Demoeritus's Atoms, of Platonle ldeas, of
Aristotle’'s Entelechles, of Splnoza’s Substance
and of Descartes’s Infinite 8elf-caused Belng, hut
this reminiscence I8 not artificially put together.

It = vitallzed by Leibnliz’s own thought, which |
demanded In unity an infinite varlety, and re- |

quired, above all, A metaphysle that would aec-
count for the origin of the laws of natures “In
principles superior to matter,” while at the same
tima accepting the fact of obeervation “that

Consldering that the passage was written al- |

everything takes place mechanteally In matter,” |
| 1deallst as he wans, and persistent as ha was in

the search for mathematical Instead of experi-
mental proof, he still instasted on the need of In-
cessant external observation, or what he called
the search for analogles. “Plants, Insects and
the comparative anatomy of animale,” he added,
“will furnish them more and more, especially If
we continue to avall ourselves of the mh-rf'mr-opu
Nothing Inter-

esting to man was forelgn to his mind. If he

imagined that his theory of the unlverse ncluded |

all these Interests, or that his system of harmony

| exalted “the divine perfections bevond what we
had dared to think," this was simply becanse |

| tacitly assumed that this 1dea of the all-great or |

all-perfect being & possible and imples no con-
| tradirtion.” To remedy this defect he sought
firet to define the noun “perfection.” Any defl-
nitlon that could be glven would Imply simplicity
Cand Infinity. If a perfectlon could be resolved
| Into fteelf and something else, or If a llmit could
| he put to ft, it would not be perfect, To prove
that any perfection I8 incompatible with uny
| other perfectlon it la necessary to define each,
and definitfon necessitates efther division or
limitation, neither of which s possible, There-
| Tore, any perfection 15 consistent with all other
| perfections. Thus the {dea of a belng possegand
af all perfections fg possible, Hence this heing
must exist, “since existence Is contalned in the
number of perfections,” Spinoza denled the va-
| Hdity of this proof, but after Leibnitz put It in
writing he conceded its golldity, Nevertheless,
It is still open to an ohjection. The idea of the
most perfect being e, according to Leibnitz's
proof, bullt up in the mind by adding perfection
| to perfeetlon. To complete it the mind finally
to all the other simple Ideas which go to make
up the confplex adds that of existence: 1t {s not
exlstence that it adds, but only the ldea of ex-
istence. Thus the proof lacks the universality
of a mathematical demonstration. Lefbnitz
himself seems to acknowledge this when he es-
timates the moral weight of Anselm’s proaf in
terma such as he or Bishop Butler would use in
& case of consclence,

Though Lelbnitz discusses innate jdeas at
great length, the burden of his criticlsm—a thor-
oughly just one—upon Locke i2 that the lat-

1]
|
|

the origin of the necessary truths, whose saurce
Is in the understanding. from that of truths
of fact drawn from the experience of the
genses, nor even from thnse confused percop-
tions which occur to the mind. From his own
point of vlew the question was really not an
| open one, In assuming the existence of hls
| monads, he assumed also all the potencies with
| which he endowed them. With these granted,
It was impossible fur him to concede tAat the
| mind ever ceascd thinking even In the niost
| profeund  slumber. This s stlll a debatalile
question among psychologists, the answer to it
beélng colored Invariably by the philosophle pre-
| posiesslons of each thinker or observer. The
point on which Locke got the better of Leibnitz,
| as can he seen now in the light of modern
lsoimt-e. was just where Lelbnitz attempted to
| reallze his theory of the unbroken cr ntinuity of
, Iife, at the bhoundary hetween the animal and
vegetable Kingdoms. If he had known how
obseure this boundary Is, and how many or-
Ranisms there are, especlally minute arganisms,
of which It 13 fmpossible to say with absolute
certainty whether they are plants or animals,
| his difficulty would have heen obviated, at
least in part. Locke, or, rather the speaker who
represents him in Lelbnitz's dialogue, peremp-

ter did not distingulsh with sufficlent care

with him philosophlc vereareh began and ended
fn the thought of a Divine Being.
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night

Tickst OfMicss Nos 410 044, 1190, 1321 111, and 201
Brosdway, 1 Astor Houss, and foot of [
Cortlandt Rires § CCourt Sreest, 800 Full
Hroadway. ant  Erooklyn  Ann Sen ]
Etatlon. Jersey The New York Tinnafer ¢ pany
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st 100 11xf5, vacan 1#0, One-hundred-and-elghth- == 2
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e il e s i ; i TYSTHKR, on Pramises
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wnt of the invention nf making racarda |
} 1L, four-stog

HE BRACKETT €CHOOL, FOR GITLS, M East S4ih- |

at.—Mim ELLEN E. .LEARN ipa enty-
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FHAN H HHKEWEHR. A. M. Frin, ¥Faitfeld, Conn

—
APLEWOOD INET. Concordville, e —$%7 per v
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228 West Thirty-sixth-st., south =lde, &2 L
of Tenth-ave, Hx888 vacant; also, Nog, &
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